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PAUL’S FINAL JOURNEY
Acts 30
I. Paul’s Release from Prison

A. The Evidence

We are not told directly that Paul was released, but there is good evidence to believe that he was release according to: 

1. Unanimous Tradition of the Early Church. 

2. He Says that he Left Titus in Crete (Titus 1:5) 
“For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should ﻿﻿set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you”
Yet, there is no record that Paul ever went to Crete with Titus prior to his imprisonment. So, he must have gone there afterward.
3. He Asks Titus to Meet Him in Nicropolis (Titus 3:12). 
“When I send Artemas to you, or ﻿﻿Tychicus, be diligent to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. 

That would be rather hard for Paul to do with a Roman soldier chained to him, so, he must have been free to go there. 
4. Change of Outlook from Philippians to 2 Timothy. 

a. Philippians: Optimism - 1:24-25
“For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a ﻿﻿desire to depart and be with Christ, which is ﻿﻿far better. Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith,”
b. 2 Timothy 4:6
“For ﻿﻿I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of ﻿﻿my departure is at hand.”
B. The Conclusion

1. That Paul was in prison at Rome when he wrote Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon.
2. That he was released and free to move about when he wrote 1Timothy and Titus - Paul was found not guilty – Rather, released for lack of evidence. The charges were automatically dropped.
3. That he was back in prison under different circumstances when he wrote 2 Timothy. 

II. Paul’s Fifth Missionary Journey
A. Macedonia 
B. Philippi – Phil. 2:24 
“But I trust in the Lord that I myself shall also come shortly.”
C. Asia Minor – 
1. Ephesus – former center of his activities. - Acts 19

2. Colossae – 

a. Philemon – Philemon 22
“﻿﻿Having confidence in your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. But, meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, for ﻿﻿I trust that ﻿﻿through your prayers I shall be granted to you.”
b. Onesimus 
3. Laodicea – Col. 4:16
“Now when ﻿﻿this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.”
D. Spain – (by sea, probably) 

1. Clement of Rome wrote that Paul had gone to the “extremity of the west” (Cor. V) -- There is no record of what Paul did there – if he did go. 
2. Paul wanted to go there. – Rom 15:28
“Therefore, when I have performed this and have sealed to them ﻿﻿this fruit, I shall go (by way of you) to Spain.”
3. Some speak of further visits to France (possible) or England (not likely). 
E. Ephesus – 
1. He did not remain long
2. He left Timothy there 
3. He was called away to Macedonia 

F. Macedonia
1. Wrote First Timothy
2. Took Titus and went to Crete 
G. Crete 

1. Churches had been established earlier, but not by Paul (at least there is no indication of such in Acts).
2. He left Titus in Crete to ordain elders and set in order the “things lacking” (Titus 1:5). 

﻿
“For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should ﻿﻿set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you”
3. Paul went to the mainland – perhaps to Ephesus.  
H. Ephesus – 
1. Visited Timothy 
2. Wrote the Epistle to Titus 

3. Took Trophimus with him -- Remember: Trophimus was an Ephesian. Acts 21:29
In 2 Timothy 4:20 Paul writes: “Erastus stayed in Corinth, but Trophimus I have left in Miletus sick”
I. Miletus 

1. Trophimus became ill and had to stay at Miletus 2 Tim. 4:20 

2. Paul went to Corinth 

J. Corinth – 
1. He visited the church.
2. Erastus stayed at Corinth – his home (2 Tim. 4:20). Paul may have been expecting Erastus to accompany him on to Nicopolis. 
K. Nicopolis – 

1. Paul planned to spend the winter there. Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there
2. He asked Titus to come to him there (Titus 3:12).
“When I send Artemas to you, or ﻿﻿Tychicus, be diligent to come to me.”

Paul apparently planned to send either Artemas or Tychicus to relieve Titus at Crete so that Titus could come to him at Nicopolis.
3. Paul was probably arrested here in January or early February. 

L. Rome – 
1. Paul wrote 2 Timothy 

2. Paul was beheaded. II Timothy 4:6-7
“For ﻿﻿I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of ﻿﻿my departure is at hand. ﻿﻿I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.”
Conclusion:
The next thing Paul saw was the face of Jesus with the Crown of Righteousness in His hand.
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